
Meaning of Settlement Geography 

Settlement geography is a branch of human geography that deals with the study of human settlements 

— the places where people live, work, and organize their social lives. It examines the origin, growth, 

distribution, form, and function of settlements, ranging from small hamlets and villages to large 

metropolitan cities.  

Scope of Settlement Geography 

Settlement geography is a branch of human geography that examines the distribution, pattern, 

morphology, and evolution of human settlements across space and time. Its scope is broad, 

encompassing both rural and urban environments, and it seeks to understand why people settle where 

they do and how those settlements change over time. 

At its core, settlement geography studies the origin and growth of settlements — from ancient hamlets 

and villages to sprawling metropolitan regions. It investigates the physical, economic, cultural, and 

political factors that influence where settlements emerge, including terrain, water availability, trade 

routes, and administrative decisions. This historical dimension allows geographers to trace how 

settlements have transformed in response to changing human needs and technologies. 

A significant part of its scope involves the classification and morphology of settlements. Geographers 

distinguish between nucleated settlements, where buildings are clustered together, and dispersed 

settlements, where dwellings are spread across a landscape. Urban settlements are further analyzed in 

terms of their internal structure — residential zones, commercial districts, industrial areas, and transport 

networks — using models such as the concentric zone model and the multiple nuclei model. 

Settlement geography also covers rural-urban dynamics, including migration, urbanization, 

suburbanization, and counter-urbanization. It explores how rural settlements decline or transform as 

populations shift toward cities, and how urban sprawl reshapes the rural-urban fringe. 

Furthermore, the discipline addresses planning and sustainability, examining how settlements can be 

organized to minimize environmental impact, reduce inequality, and improve quality of life. Issues such 

as housing shortages, slum formation, smart city development, and climate-resilient planning all fall 

within its purview. 

Thus, settlement geography bridges the physical and social sciences, offering a comprehensive 

framework for understanding one of humanity's most fundamental activities — the act of making a 

place home. 

 


